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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello everyone and thank you for joining me for the 1st what will be a series of webinars this year designed to help you understand your obligations as a candidate how to file these reports and just have a greater understanding of the role of the ethics Commission and the rules and laws that we administer and enforce.

 We'll try to do these at least monthly this year. I want to make you y;all opportunity to ask questions and interact with our staff membe.r 

If you do have questions today feel free to put them in the chat or the Q&A and I will try to answer as I go. I will also leave some time at the end for questions. 

It is now january 12th, y’all have a report due in just a few days. This resentation is designed to help you accomplish that. I will go over some of the basic reporting rules, show you some examples of campaign activity and the corresponding reporting obligations and then show you a little bit of the filing system.  



TOPICS
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PFS 
Deadlines

PFS Content How to File Where to Get 
More Help

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some of the question we hope to answer during this presentation: 



PURPOSE

• A state officer or state employee 
may not have a direct or indirect 
interest, including financial or other 
interests . . . in substantial conflict 
with the proper discharge of the 
officer’s or employee’s duties in the 
public interest.

• Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.001(a)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 So we start with you know why this form even exists and why you have to fill this out and you know sometimes you can guess at what legislative intent is here we don't have to guess the legislature that in the actual law itself and they say that state officers the employee may not have a direct or indirect interests including financial other interests and substantial conflicts the proper discharge to the officers employees duties in the public interest right so um when you’re just charging your public duties right you don’t the legislature the people speaking to the legislature want to make sure that you do not have a substantial conflict with the proper discharge of those duties and one of the ways that the public he’s able to make that determination is through his personal financial statement I understand that it’s sort of sometimes uncomfortable and it’s not pleasant necessarily to have to fill this out and to know that this is a public disclosure form right that people can can view about your own personal finances it’s not something that people like to talk about like company you know the less you have to put it all out there so that’s the reason why and I can tell you that I too have to file this form so I understand you know what what goes into it



◉ Officeholders & Candidates for Elective Office:
○ The Texas Legislature
○ Statewide elected office
○ Justice of a court of appeals (includes 

Texas Supreme Court and Criminal Court 
of Appeals) and district court judge

○ District Attorney
○ State Board of Education

◉ Includes an appointee to any of these offices

WHO FILES WITH TEC?
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Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.021

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So who files with the Ethics Commission? Chapter 572 of the Government Code lays out who is required to file a PFS with the Ethics Commission. This includes officeholders, candidates and appointees for all of the offices listed on this slide.



◉ State Agencies that exercise actual authority:
○ Appointed members
○ Executive Heads

◉ Includes certain university systems and
institutions of higher education

◉ Includes certain river authorities
◉ Certain appointees that file with the TEC are the only ones that

may file on paper

Tex. Gov’t Code §§ 572.021,572.0291(b);Tex. Ethics Comm’n Op. Nos. 138 (1993), 615 (2024)

WHO FILES WITH TEC (CONT’D)?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other individuals are also required to file PFSs with the Ethics Commission. Appointed members and executive heads of state agencies that exercise actual authority, certain university systems, institutions of higher education and river authorities are included in that list.
Bodies that function in an advisory capacity only are not considered state agencies for purposes of chapter 572.
Ethics Advisory Opinion No. 615 from 2024 clarifies that, when the Constitution or statute does not fix a term of service for a particular officer of a state agency, the officer serves a default term of not more than two years and is required to file a personal financial statement.
Only certain gubernatorial appointees may file their PFS with the TEC on paper; otherwise, all PFSs that are filed with the TEC must be filed electronically using our electronic filing application.



◉ Former or retired judge sitting by 
assignment

◉ State party chairs

◉ Other Officials (e.g., Commissioners of 
Houston Port Authority file with TEC and 
port authority)

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.021, Tex. Special Dist. Local Laws
§ 5007.208

WHO FILES WITH TEC (CONT’D)?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Former or retired judges now sitting by assignment, state party chairs and certain other officials also file their PFS with the Ethics Commission.



FILING DATES – TEC FILERS
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 Annual Deadline: April 30th

 Appointed state officer of major state agency: 30
days after appointment or qualification for office

 Executive head of state agency: 45 days
after assuming duties

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So when is the PFS due?
For most officeholders who file with the Ethics Commission, their PFS is due on April 30th. This is the general deadline if that officeholder held office at any time between January 1st and April 30th of that year.
Appointed state officers of major state agencies must file their PFS within 30 days after appointment or qualification for office, whichever is earlier
Appointed executive heads of state agencies must file a PFS with 45 days of assuming duties.



FILING DEADLINE - EXTENSION

8

 Only a TEC filer with the April 30th deadline may
ask for a 60-day extension

 Must be requested on or before April 30th

 Request is made through the PFS electronic filing
application

 Extensions not available for other deadlines

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Only TEC filers with an April 30th deadline to file their PFS may ask for a 60-day extension.

It must be requested on or before April 30th and is requested through the PFS electronic filing application.

This extension is generally not available to any other filers



FILING DATES – TEC 
CANDIDATES, NOMINEES
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 Candidates for state office: Not later than the later of:
 the 60th day after the date of the regular filing deadline for ballot

application for primary election; or
 February 12th

 Independent and write-in candidates may have different deadlines

 Candidates for state office in special election: 5 days before
Election

 Nominees to fill vacancy for state elective office: 15 days
after certificate of nomination is filed

 If you are both an incumbent and a candidate in a certain year, your status 
as a candidate controls your PFS deadline

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.027

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Candidates and nominees have different filing deadlines than officeholders.
Candidates for state office owe their PFs not later than the 60th day after the date of the regular filing deadline to file their application for a place on the ballot or February 12th; most of the time the due date is February 12
Independent and write-in candidates may have different deadlines
Candidates for a special election to state office owe their PFS 5 days before the election
Nominees to fill a vacancy for a statewide elected office owe their PFS 15 days after their certificate of nomination is filed
If you are both an incumbent – meaning you already hold the office – and are running for reelection, your status as a candidate controls your filing deadline. For instance, state representatives running for re-election are both an officeholder and a candidate in every even-numbered year. In those years, their PFS would be due on February 12th, not April 30th. 



CONTENTS 
OF PFS

• Covers financial activity for the preceding 
calendar year

• Broad range of activity is included, in 20 separate 
categories

• Includes activity relating to the filer’s “family 
member” (spouse and dependent children)

• Not all parts apply to everyone; skip a part 
if it doesn’t apply to you

• Tex. Gov’t Code §§ 572.023, 572.026
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now let's talk about what actually goes in your PFS.
A PFS covers financial activity for the preceding calendar year. For example, a personal financial statement filed in 2025 covers activity for 2024. 
The PFS covers a wide range of financial activity, which we will get into later. It includes activity relating to the filer’s family member, which is defined in Chapter 572 as the filer’s spouse or dependent children.
An individual's child, including an adopted child or stepchild, is the filer's dependent during a calendar year in which that filer provides more than 50% of the child’s support.
Our website includes an Instruction Guide which takes you line by line through the entire form. It is very helpful and you might want to use it as you are drafting your PFS. 
As you will see, not all parts in the PFS apply to all filers. For instance, some only apply to members of the legislature. One caveat for local filers: your county or municipality may have adopted disclosure requirements for the PFS that differ from those required for state officers. So always check with your local filing authority if you are not sure.



PENALTIES

• $500 civil penalty is 
automatically assessed if it 
is late

• May request waiver or 
reduction of fine

• May also be subject to a 
sworn complaint

• Criminal penalties may also 
apply

• Tex. Gov’t Code §§ 571.1731, 
572.033, 572.034
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let's talk briefly about the penalties for failure to file a PFS in a timely fashion. 

For TEC filers there is an automatic $500 administrative penalty that is assessed if your PFS is filed late but could be raised to as much as $2,500. You may request a waiver or reduction of that fine using the Statement of Defense, which you can find on our website.

Late filed PFS's may also be subject to a sworn complaint. For local filers, you should contact your local filing authority regarding any possible penalties. 

A knowing and willful failure to file a PFS is a Class B misdemeanor.



OWNERSHIP 
INTEREST

• Includes community property

• the financial activity of the filer’s spouse 
and dependent children if the filer 
exercised, or held the right to 
exercise, any degree factual control 
over the activity, notwithstanding a 
partition agreement

• 1 Tex. Admin. Code § 40.1 and 40.2
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The information on this slide should be read in conjunction with the next two slides.

You must include financial activity on your PFS in which the filer had an ownership interest, which includes community property. Community property has to be disclosed even if the filer has no control over it, because the filer retains an ownership interest in the property. 

A filer must include this information if the filer exercised or held the right to exercise any degree of legal or factual control over the activity, notwithstanding a partition agreement. 



Summary
FILER MUST DISCLOSE

ACTIVITY IF:
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Filer has an ownership interest

OR

Filer has control over the interest of a
family member

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In summary, the filer must disclose activity if they have an ownership interest or they have control over the interest of a family member.




ELECTRONIC OR PAPER 
F IL ING?

All elected officers/candidates must file 
electronically; 

Appointed officers may file on paper.
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Gov’t Code § 572.0291 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In summary, the filer must disclose activity if they have an ownership interest or they have control over the interest of a family member.
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Form Security-PFS

Send to: formsecurity@ethics.state.tx.us

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first thing TEC filers need to do is get a profile on our PFS electronic filing software. You do that by sending a Form Security-PFS to the e-mail at the bottom of the screen. The picture above is the top of a blank form. Make sure that the form you use says"-PFS" at the end because we have three different types of Form Security forms.

If this is your first time sending in a Form Security for your PFS, check the first two boxes in section 4.

Once we receive your Form Security, we will send an email to the email you put in section 4A within one to two business days. It will contain your 8 digit Filer ID number and your temporary login and password. Keep that Filer ID handy because that is how we will find your information in the future.

Don’t wait to send this in until the day your PFS is due; as I said before, it can take TEC staff up to two business days to process your Form Security and filing out the PFS form is not a simple or quick task. 

mailto:formsecurity@ethics.state.tx.us


PART 1A: OCCUPATIONAL INCOME
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 Money received for working

 Retirement income does not have to be reported 
as occupational income

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(1); Tex. Ethics Comm’n No. Op. 392 
(1998)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now let's start going through the individual parts one by one. 

Part 1A deals with occupational income. It refers to current occupational income. 

Income received as a pension or from a retirement plan associated with past occupational income is not required to be reported as a source of occupational income. However, investments in a retirement account may be reportable in another category, such as stocks, bonds, mutual funds, or dividends.



PART 1B: 
RETAINERS
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a retainer for a claim on future services in 
case of need. 

Report retainers only in cases in which the 
value of the amount of work actually 
performed during the calendar year did 
not equal or exceed the value of the 
retainer.

Tex. Gov’t Code §§ 572.005, 572.023(b)(1)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 1B deals with retainers. 

This section asked for information about fees received by the filer or family member or received by a business in which the filer or family member had a substantial interest as a retainer for a claim on future services in case of need.

Section 572.005 of the Government Code includes an explanation for what substantial interest is. An individual has a substantial interest in a business entity if they have at least one of seven different situations that are detailed in that statute.

For example, last year you received a retainer for $15,000 for consultation services from a client in case of need. You ended up using $5,000 worth of those services during the calendar year. You should report the entire $15,000 retainer, not just what was used, on this year's financial statement, which covers last year's activity.



PARTS 2-4: STOCKS, BONDS AND 
MUTUAL FUNDS
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 Must disclose stocks, bonds, & mutual funds
 Must disclose investments held in a managed fund
 Applies to filer and family member

 If sold, must calculate net gain or loss

 Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) and Real Estate Investment Trusts 
(REITs) are reported as if they were share of stock

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(2, 3 and 13); 1 Tex. Admin. Code 40.9; Tex. Ethics Comm’n Op No. 
326 (1996)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will talk about Parts 2 through 4 together. You must disclose stocks on Part 2, bonds on Part 3 and mutual funds on Part 4. 

This includes investments held in a managed fund. It applies to those items held by both the filer and the family member. 

If you own stocks or bonds outright, disclose them on Parts two or three. If you own a mutual fund and that mutual fund owns stocks or bonds, disclose only the mutual fund on Part 4. 

If you had several transactions involving stock of a particular entity – i.e., you are a day trader - indicate the net gain or net loss resulting from those transactions for the entire year. You do not have to show the net gain or net loss from each sale of stock in the same business entity. 

Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) and Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) are reported as if they were share of stock. For stock options, there is no Ethics Advisory Opinion on point, but we have said informally that they are not reportable as stocks, although they may be reportable as a beneficial interest in a business entity, which we will cover later.
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Part 5 :   Dividends, Royalties & Rents

 income from interest, dividends, royalties, &
rents, if they exceed $1,110* during the year 
from any source

 If the source of the income is a publicly traded 
corporation, check that box and include only the 
corporation’s name – do not include the address

 For rental income, include the name of the lessee 
and the address of the rental property

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(4); 1 Tex. Admin. Code § 40.11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 5 covers income from interest, dividends, royalties and rents. These must be reported if they exceed $1,110 during the year from any source. 

As will be true for a number of thresholds to be discussed during this presentation – which are indicated with an asterisk next to them - this $1,110 threshold is adjusted annually for inflation. The numbers on the slides show the thresholds for the 2025 PFS, which covers 2024 financial activity. You can find the current threshold amount in Texas Ethics Commission Rule 18.31. 

This also includes income owed to the filer and family members if the filer has actual control. 

If the source of the income is a publicly traded corporation, you check the box in Part 5 and include only the corporation’s name and category of income. Do not include the address. 

For reinvested dividends, there is no Ethics Advisory Opinion on point. The cautious approach is to disclose it as income from a dividend, if it exceeds the annual threshold, but you can include an explanation in the memo box on the filing software that the dividend was reinvested.



PART 6: PERSONAL NOTES AND LEASE 
AGREEMENTS
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 Notes, commercial paper, lease agreements if
the amount owed is more than $2,220*

 Money owed to others

 An identification of the source of rents derived from 
a rental property must include the name of the lessee 
and the address of the rental property. 

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(5); 1 Tex. Admin. Code § 40.15

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 6 covers personal notes and lease agreements. 

You must disclose notes and any other commercial paper if the amount owed is more than $2,220. And again, this is adjusted annually for inflation. 

You also report obligations owed by the filer or the filer’s family member if the filer had actual control. 

If you are reporting the source of rental property income, you must include the name of the lessee and the address of the rental property

Please note, most filers will have something to put in this part. If you rent or lease your place of residence, you would list the monthly payments here. If you have a mortgage on your place of residence or receive rental income from an investment property, you would list that here. If you have a car payment where you owe over that threshold, you would include that. If you owe more than the threshold on any single credit card, you would list that. So it’s very rare not to have something to put in Part 6.



PART 7A: INTERESTS IN REAL 
PROPERTY
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 Must disclose any beneficial interest held in real 
property by filer or family member

 Must also disclose anyone else who holds an 
interest

 Includes property held in trust for benefit of 
the filer

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(6) ; 1 Tex. Admin. Code § 40.13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 7A deals with interests in real property. You must disclose any beneficial interest held in real property by either the filer or the filer’s family member. You disclose anyone else who holds an interest, excluding the spouse or dependent children. For example, if you have a mortgage on your home, you would disclose the mortgage company here. If you hold a tract of land with your sibling, you would disclose your sibling’s name as well.

For example, you would list your home, any land or acres that you may own, etc. 

A beneficial interest may be legal or equitable title. If the filer holds a mortgage and only $1.00 is owed on it, the filer must still disclose that. If the filer doesn't have a legally cognizable right to the real property or business entity, then you do not include that information on Parts 7A or 7B. 

Part 7A does not include trust items; those will be disclosed in Part 9. 

A filer does not have to report information Part 7A if the filer does not have actual knowledge of the property held in a trust for the filer’s benefit



PART 7B: INTERESTS IN BUSINESS 
ENTITIES
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 Must disclose any beneficial interests in business 
entities held by filer or family member

 Must also disclose anyone else who holds an
interest, excluding spouse or dependent children

 Contrast with Part 11A

Tex. Gov’t Code §§ 572.002(2), 572.023(b)(6)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 7B deals with interests in business entities. You must disclose any beneficial interest in a business entity held by the filer or their family member. 

Business entity is defined in Chapter 572 and includes a number of entities recognized by law through which business for profit is conducted. 

And just like in Part 7A, a you disclose anyone else holding an interest, excluding your spouse or dependent child.

Contrast Part 7B with Part 11A, which is where you report ownership interest, not beneficial interest. If you hold both a beneficial interest of any amount and an ownership interest of 5% or more, then you may need to put the same information on both Parts 7B and 11A.



PART 8: GIFTS
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 Must disclose any gift valued at over $560* received by filer or family
member

 Do not include:
o Gifts reported by lobbyist as lobby expenditure;
o Political contribution; or
o Gift given by someone related to you within 2nd degree of

consanguinity or affinity

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(7); Tex. Ethics Comm’n No. Ops. EAO 29 (1992), 71 
(1992), 415 (1999), 421 (1999), 428 (2000)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 8 deals with gifts. You must disclose any gift valued at over $560 received by either the filer or their family member. That $560 is adjusted annually and will be $570 in 2026. 

The gift definition in Chapter 572 is broader than the gift definition in Chapter 36 of the Penal Code, or Chapter 305 of the Government Code, which covers lobbyists. 

Part 8 does not include gifts reported by a lobbyist as a lobby expenditure, a political contribution, or a gift given to someone related to you within the second degree of consanguinity or affinity. The second degree of consanguinity typically includes parents, children, siblings, grandparents and grandchildren. The second degree of affinity includes your spouse’s relatives, so your in-laws, your souse’s grandparents, your spouse’s grandchildren, etc.



PART 9: TRUST INCOME
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 Must disclose the source and amount of all 
income received as the beneficiary of a trust

 Must also identify each trust asset from which
income was received by the filer in excess of
$1,110*

 Does not include blind trusts; see Part 10

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(8)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 9 includes trust income. You must disclose the source and amount of all income received as the beneficiary of a trust. 

You must also identify each trust asset from which income was received by the filer in excess of $1,110 for the 2025 PFS.

Part 9 does not include a blind trust, which will be covered in Part 10.



PART 10A: BLIND TRUSTS
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 Blind trust defined: where the trustee is:
o a disinterested party;
o not the filer;
o not required to register as a lobbyist;
o not a public officer or employee; and
o was not appointed to public office by the filer
o Trustee has complete discretion over trust 

assets w/o notifying filer

 Must disclose following information about a blind trust:
o fair market value of the trust;
o date trust was created; and
o trustee’s name and address

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(14)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 10A talks about a blind trust. A blind trust is defined as a trust where the trustee is a disinterested party, not the filer, not required to register as a lobbyist, not a public officer or employee, and was not appointed to public office by the filer. 

If all of that applies, you must disclose the following information: the fair market value of the trust, the date the trust was created, and the trustee’s name and address. 



PART 10B: TRUSTEE STATEMENT
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 Must state that the trustee:

o Has not revealed any information to the filer
about the trust 

o To the best of the trustee’s knowledge, the 
trust complies with this section

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(14)(D)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Part 10B, the trustee must state that they have not revealed any information to the filer except information that may be disclosed on Part 8 (for Gifts) and to the best of the Trustee’s knowledge, the trust complies with this section. 

Notice that this statement is signed by the trustee, not the filer. 

For TEC filers, you upload that statement when you are filing your PFS.
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Part 11: Ownership of Business 
Associations

 Must disclose any ownership interests in business 
association if filer or family member held, 
acquired, or sold 5% or more of ownership

 Business association includes a corporation, firm, 
partnership, LP, LLP, PC, PA, JV or other 
business association

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(9)(B)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 11A covers ownership of business associations. Remember that we mentioned Part 11A when we talked about part 7B. 

7B is for beneficial interest; 11A is for ownership interest.

You must disclose any ownership interest in a business association if the filer or their family member held, acquired or sold 5% or more of that ownership. If you hold both a beneficial interest of any amount and an ownership interest of 5% or more, then you may need to put the same information on both Part 7B and 11A as we discussed earlier.
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Part 11B & 11C:  Assets and Liabilities 
of Business Associations

Must disclose assets & liabilities of a 
business association if filer or family member 
held, acquired, or sold 50% or more of 
ownership

 Asset and liability is not defined

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(9)(B)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Parts 11B and 11C cover assets and liabilities of business associations. You must disclose any assets and liabilities of a business association if the filer or family member held, acquired or sold 50% or more of the ownership. 

Notice that Parts 11B and 11C the ownership interest is 50%, as contrasted with Part 11A where the ownership interest is 5%.

An asset and liability is not defined in Chapter 572. 
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Part 12: Boards and Executive 
Positions

 Must disclose membership by filer as a
member on a board of a corporation, firm, 
partnership, LP, LLP, PC, PA, JV, or other 
business association or proprietorship

 Includes nonprofits

 If you were paid for this service, include that 
information in Part 1A also.

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(10)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here's where we start getting into the parts of the PFS that are less common and may apply only to certain types of filers.

Part 12 covers boards and executive positions. You must disclose membership by the filer or their family member on a board of any of the entities listed on this slide. This includes nonprofits. If you are paid for this service, you include that information on Part 1A also.



PART 13: HONORARIA
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 Must disclose anyone who provided transportation, lodging
or meals for a conference where the filer provides services
that are more than merely perfunctory

 Do not include this information if someone else discloses it:
o Political contributions or expenditures (reported by 

candidate or officeholder); or
o Expenditures reported by lobbyist

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(11); Tex. Ethics Comm’n Op. No. 401 (1999)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 13 deals with honoraria. You must disclose anyone who provided transportation, lodging, or meals for a conference where the filer provides services that are more than merely perfunctory. 

A PFS filer does not disclose an honorarium if the filer separately discloses it as a candidate or officeholder, or if a lobbyist discloses it as a lobby expenditure. 

Part 13 for Honoraria is not the same as Part 17 for Benefits Derived from a Function Honoring a Public Servant, which we will cover later.



PART 14: COMMON BUSINESS 
INTERESTS WITH LOBBYIST
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 Must disclose any interests in business entities
where the filer or family member and a lobbyist
both have an interest

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(12)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Part 14 deals with a business that the filer has with a lobbyist. If you and a lobbyist both have an interest in the same business entity, you must disclose certain information regarding that business on Part 14.



PART 15: LOBBYIST FEES
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Disclose fees received for services rendered by you
to or on behalf of a lobbyist

You must disclose the name of each person or
entity for which the services were rendered and the
amount of each fee, by category.

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.024

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 15 deals with lobbyist fees. If you are a state officer and you receive a fee for services rendered by you to or on behalf of a lobbyist, you must disclose the name of each person or entity for which the services were rendered and the amount of each fee by category. 

Part 15 only applies to state officeholders, not local filers or candidates at the state or local level.

Report any fee you received for providing services to or on behalf of a person required to be registered as a lobbyist under chapter 305 of the Government Code, or for providing services to or on behalf of a person you actually know directly compensates or reimburses a person required to be registered as a lobbyist.  Report the name of each person or entity for which the services were provided, and indicate the category of the amount of each fee.  For more information, see FORM PFS-INSTRUCTION GUIDE.



PART 16: LEGISLATOR 
REPRESENTATION BEFORE A 

STATE AGENCY 

33

If a legislator represents another person for 
compensation before an executive state agency, 
they must report:

 the agency name;

 the person they represent; and

 the amount of compensation received, by
category

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 16 deals with legislator representation before a state agency. 

Obviously, it only applies to legislators. 

If a legislator is paid to represent another person before an executive state agency, they must report certain information in Part 16. 



Part 17: Functions Honoring Public 
Servant 
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Must report any benefit that is derived from a 
function in honor or appreciation of the filer or family 
member if:

 it is in excess of $50; and

 the benefit is used solely to defray expenses 
that accrue in the performance of duties or 
activities in connection with the office which 
are nonreimbursable by the state or political 
subdivision.

Tex. Penal Code § 36.10(a)(3)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section 36.10 of the Penal Code provides that the gift prohibitions set out in section 36.08 of the Penal Code do not apply to a benefit derived from a function in honor or appreciation of a public servant required to file a statement under chapter 572 of the Government Code or title 15 of the Election Code if the benefit and the source of any benefit over $50 in value are: 1) reported in the statement and 2) the benefit is used solely to defray expenses that accrue in the performance of duties or activities in connection with the office which are nonreimbursable by the state or a political subdivision.  If such a benefit is received and is not reported by the public servant under title 15 of the Election Code, the benefit is reportable here.  For more information


Part 17 deals with benefits derived from a function honoring a public servant. Remember that this is different from an honoraria, which we discussed in Part 13.

In Part 17, you must report any benefit that is derived from a function in honor or appreciation of the filer or their family member, if it is an excess of $50 and the benefit is used solely to defray expenses accrued in the performance of duties or activities in connection with your elected office which are not reimbursable by the state or your political subdivision. 

This $50 threshold does not change annually.



PART 18: LEGISLATIVE 
CONTINUANCES
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 Only for legislators or legislators-elect

 If filer obtains a legislative continuance, they must 
report:
o party represented;
o date retained;
o case style and cause number, including court and 

jurisdiction;
o date you applied for the continuance; and
o whether it was granted

 Must also send information directly to TEC via 
treasappoint@ethics.state.tx.us

Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.0251
35

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Part 18 deals with legislative continuances and again, only applies to legislators or legislators-elect, not candidates for the legislature. 

If the filer obtains a legislative continuance, they must report certain information regarding that case in Part 18

In addition to filling out Part 18 of the PFS, that filer must also send that same information directly to the Ethics Commission via the email on this screen – treasappoint@ethics.state.tx.us.

mailto:treasappoint@ethics.state.tx.us
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Part 19: Contracts to Sell Goods or 
Services to a Governmental Entity or 

Contractor

Required if:
 Filer or family member, or any business entity of which the filer or family member had at least 50 percent

ownership interest, was a party to one or more written contracts, AND

 All of the following apply to the contracts:
o the contracts were for the sale of goods or services in the amount of

$3,140* or more;
o the aggregate cost of the goods or services under the contracts exceeds $12,560 in the calendar

year; and
o the contracts were with either:

 a governmental entity, or
 a person who contracts with a governmental entity, if the individual or entity performed work

arising out of the contract, subcontract, or agreement for a fee
Tex. Gov’t Code § 572.023(b)(15)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Part 19 deals with contracts with a governmental entity. You must fill out Part 19 if the filer or family member, or any business entity in which they had at least 50% ownership interest in, was a party to one or more written contracts and everything listed under the second bullet on this slide applies. 

- The $3,050 and $12,210 thresholds are adjusted annually for inflation; they will be $3,140 and $12,560 for the 2026 PDF.
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Part 20: Bond Counsel 
Legislator

 Only for legislators who provided bond counsel services to
an issuer as defined by Section 1201.002(1) of the Texas
Government Code.

 For each issuance, filer must provide:
o issuer name;
o issuance date;
o issuance amount;
o fees paid to filer; and
o fees, if any, paid to filer’s firm

Tex. Gov’t Code §§ 572.023(b)(16), 1201.002(1)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The last part, Part 20, deals with bond counsel services by a legislator. This is only for legislators who provided bond counsel services to an issuer as defined by section 1201.002 of the Texas Government Code

For each time that service is provided, the legislator must provide the information in the second bullet on this slide



IMPORTING INFORMATION
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It will bring you to a page that has these links at the bottom. They include instructional videos for how to use the templates and templates for almost every part of the PFS.

Then at the very bottom it has something called a CSV import file format verifier application, which is a long way of saying that once you have completed a certain template, this is where you can check to make sure it all works properly before you import it into our software.
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(www.ethics.state.tx.us)
 Frequently Asked Questions: Home Page Resources

Personal Financial Statement (PFS)

 Forms and Instructions: Home Page Forms/Instructions 
Personal Financial Statement

 Importing Information (TEC Filers only): Home Page Filing
Reports TEC Filers Personal Financial Statement Reports

 Statutes governing PFSs: Home Page
Opinions/Statutes/Rules  Personal Financial Disclosure
Requirements for State Officers and Candidates (Ch. 572 of the 
Gov’t Code)

 TEC Rules governing PFSs (minimal): Home Page
Opinions/Statutes/Rules  Rules: Go to Chapter 40

ADDITIONAL HELP

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before we get started, here are some places you can find helpful information regarding personal financial statements on our website. Keep in mind: our website is currently being redesigned and you will find these items in a different place soon. 

http://www.ethics.state.tx.us/


Thanks for watching!

QUESTIONS?

• Call 512-463-
5800

PFS Webinar April 2026
Texas Ethics Commission 40

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So if you've got questions, call us! We are here to help and we will do our very best to answer your questions, whether you are a state filer or local filer. Just remember, for local filers we have no jurisdiction over them, but we will help if we can. Thanks for watching and have a great day!
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